
WATERFRONT TRANSFORMATION PROJECT ANNOUNCES TOP SIX SHORTLISTED 
TEAMS  

 

Stage 1 postcard submissions from the shortlisted six teams. Top L to R: Arup, Asif Khan Architects, DSDHA. 
Bottom L to R: BIG, OMXX, Shed KM 

National Museums Liverpool (NML) has today announced six teams that have been 
shortlisted to take part in Stage 2 of the Waterfront Transformation Project: Canning Dock 
competition. A visually stunning location with a powerful heritage narrative that has been 
granted UNESCO World Heritage status, it is NML’s ambition to create a cohesive visitor 
experience that links storytelling, heritage, community, connectivity, and commercial income. 
It will be a catalyst for social and environmental improvements in the area. 

The competition, managed by Colander Associates, is supported by £120,000 of funding 
from the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority (LCRA), as part of their Race Equality 
Programme. Taking in key landmarks, including the creation of pedestrian links to the 
Canning Dock, and bringing life to multiple buildings within the area, the brief for the project 
drew on the complexities of the site.  Landscape designers, architects, engineers, artists and 
other designers were invited to submit an approach to design that acknowledges innovation, 
inclusion, excellence, and delight. 

Following an open call, which was launched in April 2021, the six shortlisted teams were 
identified from an extremely impressive pool of over 30 applicants, including both UK and 
international teams. And while it was no easy task for the jurors to reach the shortlist, they 
are confident that they have found six teams that will produce a range of inspiring and 
exciting responses to the Stage 2 competition brief.  

One of the jurors Ngunan Adamu (BBC Journalist and Founder of iWoman Academy CIC) 
commented: “The Waterfront competition has been the toughest competition I’ve had to 
judge so far. The passion and incredibly high standard of applications has shown what a 
great city Liverpool is and just how much the docks mean, for not just the citizens of 
Liverpool, but the international community too. 



“Trying to whittle down the applications was very difficult as they were all so brilliant and 
unique in their own way; it literally came down to the wire.” 

The project addresses four aspects of the Canning Dock waterfront which include: the public 
realm, (including a public art strategy), pedestrian bridges between Mann Island and Hartley 
quay, the Graving docks and North shed; threading history, placemaking and commercial 
activity throughout.  

The six shortlisted teams were selected by the judging panel, chaired by Paul Monaghan: 
Liverpool City Region, Design Champion and Founder of AHMM and including local 
representatives as well as industry experts.  

The judging panel members are: 

1. Sir David Henshaw, Chairman of National Museums Liverpool  
2. Paul Monaghan, Liverpool City Region, Design Champion; Founder of 

AHMM  
3. Annie Coombs, Landscape Architect and Fellow of the Landscape 

Institute  
4. Ngunan Adamu, Producer and Presenter at BBC Radio Merseyside   
5. Jubeda Khatun, Artistic Director of Blackfest   
6. Marcus Chaloner, Urban Design Manager at Canal and River Trust  
7. Erika Rushton, Creative Economist working in Liverpool  

Co-chair of the Northwest’s Design Review Panel and Design Council Ambassador, Annie 
Coombs, commented: “As a Liverpudlian myself, I loved the inventiveness of some of the 
engagement ideas; the appreciation of the individuality of being Scouse and the 
acknowledgement that history (good and bad) needs recognition. It was a challenge to 
shortlist six. I am excited to see what emerges next in design terms.” 

Those going through to Stage 2 are led by: Arup; Asif Khan Architects; BIG; DSDHA; 
OMMX; and Shedkm  

Chair of the Jury Panel, Paul Monaghan, commented “The standard of entries for the 
competition were of a very high calibre which made shortlisting very difficult. However, the 
final six shortlisted teams range from international to local, established to up-and-coming, 
and all the teams showed great diversity in their team members. I am looking forward to 
seeing what the shortlisted team produce for the second stage of the competition. 

A full list of each team is included below. 

Each finalist team will receive a £10,000 honorarium and £5,000 for an interactive 
installation on the Canning Dock waterfront. They will be asked to submit details of their 
approach to the project including a short video and a single image that captures their 
understanding of the project’s ethos, and the character of the spaces that they would like to 
create on the waterfront. The competition will culminate in the teams attending an interview 
with the Jury Panel.  

The teams will engage with the community and receive public feedback when they present 
their installations on the dockside in mid-July 2021. A Community Panel will review the 



Stage 2 submissions through a facilitated workshop and feed its thoughts through to the Jury 
Panel for consideration in its final deliberations.  

 An appointment is expected to be made in late September 2021. 

- Ends –  

 

FURTHER INFORMATION  

For more information on the waterfront transformation project: 
liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/waterfront or follow the hashtag #NMLWaterfront on social media. 

For information on the shortlisted six: liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/shortlisted-teams  

Press Office:  

Email Sahar.Beyad@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk / Lucy.Hodson@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk or 
call 07935 009883  

Notes to editors:  

About National Museums Liverpool  

National Museums Liverpool comprises seven venues, including some of the most visited 
museums in England outside of London. Our collections are among the most important and 
varied in Europe and contain everything from Impressionist paintings and rare beetles to a 
lifejacket from the Titanic. We attracted more than 3 million visitors in 2019. Our venues are 
the Museum of Liverpool, World Museum, the Walker Art Gallery, Maritime 
Museum, International Slavery Museum, Sudley House and the Lady Lever Art Gallery. 
National Museums Liverpool is regulated by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and 
Sport (DCMS). Museums and galleries regulated by DCMS are exempt charities under 
Schedule 3 of the Charities Act 2011. Registered Office: World Museum, William Brown 
Street, Liverpool L3 8EN.  www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk  

Information on shortlisted teams  

Arup with KCAP, NOOMA Studio, Carve, K2, f.r.a, Rianna Jade Parker, Writing on the Wall, 
PLACED, Rob Burns, Andrea Nixon, Ray Costello, Abigail Bernard, Anthony Walker 
Foundation 

Asif Khan Architects with Sir David Adjaye, Theaster Gates, Miriam Kamara, Plan A 
Consulting, Prior + Partners, The Place Bureau, Hara Design Institute, AKTII, ARUP, Donald 
Insall Associates 

BIG with JA Projects; Peter Adjaye; CAVA Institute; Beyond the Box; Poor Collective; 
Futurecity; LDA Design; AKT II; Hilson Moran; Gardiner & Theobald 

DSDHA with Benedetti Architects; Spiers Major; Stantec; Resolve; Neal Shasore; Turley; 
Hood Design Studio (USA); Gardiner & Theobald 

OMMX with Resolve Collective; Create; Lily Mellor; JCLA Landscape Architecture; 
Kellenberger-White; Jane Wentworth Associates; Arup; Focus Consultants 

Shedkm with Placed; Kaizen; Place & Context; Grant Associates; Expedition 


