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THEO AND OSKAR’S NEW HOME 28.11.16 
 
Shortlist Announced 
 
25 November 2016 
 
 
Colander Associates is delighted to announce that four teams have been shortlisted for 
this special initiative to design a light, spacious and barrier-free home for the Taussig 
family and their two young sons, Theo and Oskar, who both suffer from Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy* 
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THE SHORTLIST 
 
28 submissions were received from emerging architects in the UK, America the Netherlands and Portugal. 
 
The four shortlisted teams will be invited to meet the family and have an interview with the Jury: 
 

• Ciarcelluti Mathers Architects, London 
• Clague Architects, Canterbury 
• Scott Whitby Studio, London 
• Tigg + Coll Architects, London 

 
Interviews will be held on the 7th December in London. 
 
 
THE FILM 
 
The shortlisting process was filmed as part of the documentary about the competition and the project, 
that Nick Taussig’s company Salon Pictures is creating.  This documentary will play at film festivals, be 
broadcast on domestic television, and sold for foreign broadcast.   
 
 

THE JURY 
 
An expert Panel supported Nick and Klara Taussig in their selection of the shortlist.  
 
The Panel comprised: 
 
John McAslan and Adam Khan, Architectural Advisors 
Suky Macpherson, Associate Fellow of the British Psychological Society 
Tony Heaton, a disabled artist who runs Shape Arts  
 
Colander’s Louise Harrison was in attendance. 
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QUOTES 
 
Nick Taussig, our client said:  
"Klara and I could not have undertaken this project for our sons, Theo and Oskar, without the support of 
John McAslan + Partners and Colander, both of whom have been instrumental in the process. We’d like 
to thank all those gifted architects who submitted to the competition. We hope that this project, done for 
a modest and realistic budget, will afford Theo and Oskar a great home to meet their needs, and in turn 
inspire other families living with disability to do the same."  
 
John McAslan, Chair of the Assessment Panel said: 
"I am pleased that Nick and Klara have had such a positive and thoughtful response from such a wide 
range of young designers who have clearly risen to the very specific challenges of this competition.  The 
next phase will involve interviews with four shortlisted teams and on the basis of what we have seen so 
far, these promise to be fascinating.” 
 
Louise Harrison, Colander Competitions Manager said: 
"This competition focuses on a very personal brief that has also put the spotlight on the generally poor 
quality of design for children with disabilities.  We have been delighted to receive so many sensitive 
responses from young architects across the UK and beyond.  It has been a pleasure to be involved, and to 
support Nick and Klara on such a unique and important project” 
 
 

MORE INFORMATION 
 
Is available at https://www.colander.co.uk/competitions/theo-and-oskars-new-home  
 
* DMD is an inherited (genetic) condition which affects the muscles, causing muscle weakness. It is a fatal 
condition which starts in early childhood and may be noticed when a child has difficulty standing up, 
climbing or running. The muscle weakness is not noticeable at birth, even though the child is born with 
the gene which causes it. The weakness develops gradually. It usually shows up in early childhood. 
Symptoms are mild at first but increase as the child becomes older. About 1 in 3,500 boys in the UK are 
born with DMD. The name Duchenne comes from the doctor who first studied this condition. 
 
 
ENQUIRIES 
 
This process is being managed by Colander Associates and all general enquiries should be addressed to 
louise@colander.co.uk. 
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