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07 January 2019 
 
 
ST MARTIN’S CHURCH – BRIGHTON 
 
IDEAS COMPETITION – SHORTLISTING 
	
 

WINNING TEAMS 
 
We are delighted to announce the result for this intriguing competition to find new uses for St Martin’s Church, 
a beautiful Grade II* building in Brighton.  
 
The three teams shortlisted to take part in Stage 2 of the competition were led by: 
 

• Arup 
• Emil Eve Architects Ltd 
• Trewin Design Architects 

 
Following the final assessment the Jury Panel has decided to award a joint first prize to: 
 

• Arup 
• Emil Eve Architects Ltd 

 
With Trewin Design Architects placed third. 
 
The Jury Panel felt it was impossible to select a single winner preferring to acknowledge and celebrate two very 
different yet complimentary schemes both with intriguing ideas but neither with all the ideas.   
 
 
THE PROJECT 
 
St Martin’s church is an extraordinary building and it warrants a second lease of life.  Given its location, 
its scale and its volume, it also has huge potential for redevelopment. 
 
The client, The Diocese of Chichester, supported by A Better Brighton & Hove, asked teams to come up with 
creative solutions that would respect the integrity of this beautiful listed structure, whilst at the same time 
adding new life and economic sustainability. 
 
Collaborations between Architects, Surveyors, Landscape Architects, Engineers, Developers, 
Entrepreneurs, Investors, and End-Users were encouraged. 
 
Whilst this is not a live project the competition hopes to bring forward solutions that could be 
implemented in the future. 
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SECOND STAGE ASSESSMENT 
 
The Jury Panel, chaired by Peter Field, Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex included:   
 

• Scott Ralph, Diocesan Property Director, Diocese of Chichester 
• Nick Hibberd, Executive Director, Economy Environment and Culture, Brighton City Council  
• Louise Arnell, The Pebble Trust 
• John Godfrey, Sussex Heritage Trust  
• Julia Barfield, Marks Barfield Architects, Independent Architectural Assessor  
• Graham Turner, Former Chair of Rydon Group and Croydon Tramtrack Ltd. 

 
 

PRIZES 
.  
A prize fund of £22,000 will be distributed as follows: 
 
Joint First prize: £8,000 each team 
Third prize: £6,000 

 
 
A FINAL WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 
Peter Field, Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex and Chair of the Panel said  
“The Jury Panel were delighted with the number of entries for this competition and the quality of the submissions which is 
why we felt it very difficult to select one winner.  The range of ideas and possible uses were stunning.  They  ranged from 
leisure and the arts to business and community uses – the latter including vertical farming and sophisticated climbing walls.  
In the end we felt the practical solutions submitted by Arup, if combined with the uplifting arts suggestions put forward by 
Emil Eve would ensure the life of a beautiful heritage building such as St Martin’s church for generations to come. This was 
a new form of architectural competition, seeking the proof of the practical with good design, and we felt everyone rose to the 
challenge brilliantly.  On behalf of the panel I would like to thank everyone for making this such an exciting competition”  
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
EXHIBITION AND FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
An exhibition of the 3 shortlisted designs and 2 commended schemes will take place at St Martin’s 
Church, Brighton over the weekend of 19th January.  More information about the exhibition can be 
found on the competition website at https://www.colander.co.uk/architectural-competitions/colander-
competitions/st-martins-church-brighton.   
 
General enquiries about the competition should be addressed to stmartinschurch@colander.co.uk. 
 
 
 


