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SECTION 1: QUERIES ABOUT THE EXISTING BUILDING  
 
Q1.1:  I was wondering if there is any information regarding the height of the existing building. For instance 
what is the floor to ceiling of each floor of the building? or what is the overall height of the building?  
A1.1:  Unfortunately, TfL have been unable to give us any further information regarding the site and the 
existing building.   
 
Q1.2:  Please can we have pdf ground floor and first floor plans with clear external and internal dimensions? 
A1.2:  We have now been given an improved pdf image of the First Floor Plan, which is available to download 
in the sidebar of the competition web page: https://www.colander.co.uk/architectural-competitions/colander-
competitions/hidden-homeless-an-ideas-competition-for-homeless-young-people 
Sadly, the Ground Floor Plan remains rather grainy.   
Unfortunately, TfL have been unable to give us any further information regarding the site and the existing 
building.   
 
Q1.3:  Our team are currently developing our proposals for the brief, however the existing floor plans provided 
on the website are not of a sufficient quality to work from as we are unable to read the scale. Please may we 
have access to clearer plans which also show the site area and boundaries.  
A1.3:  Please refer to Q1.2. 
 
Q1.4:  Is it possible to have CAD information of the existing building - the York Road Station please? It is hard 
to read information on the pdf plans attached with the brief. It would also be helpful to have elevations and 
sections of the building to determine interior heights better.  
A1.4:  Please refer to Q1.2. 
 
Q1.5 
With the plans, especially the ground floor, is it possible to know which interior walls can be demolished and 
which to keep, and the location of the steel structure (columns)?  
A1.5:  Please refer to Q1.2.  For the purpose of the competition it has been suggested that internal wall 
demolition is possible; column locations will need to be estimated. 
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Q1.6:  Is it possible to create new openings on the exterior walls, like a new entrance?  
A:1.6: This is possible but you should consider the listed nature of the building. 
 
Q1.7:  I'm struggling to read the scale of the existing drawings provided of York Road Station. The drawing is 
too pixelated to read. It also means I can't read any of the room labels and drawing annotations.  
A1.7:  Please refer to Q1.2. 
 
Q1.8:  We have noticed some inconsistencies regarding the scales and areas of the building.  Please could you 
advise us on how best to proceed so that we can all work with the same parameters and scales? 
A1.8: The available drawings have some conflicting scales. For the purpose of this competition please base your 
proposals on the following assumptions: 

• The Ground floor plan should be used to assess the scale of the existing buildings on site 
• The OS map should be used to understand the extent of the site boundary 
• The approximate existing building GIA is approximately 360 sqm on the ground floor and 300 sqm 

on the first floor 
• Building Layout – Ground Floor – w011/00-04s (Please use for scaling) 
• Building Layout - 1st Floor – W011/00-5s (Please scale in relation to ground floor plan) 
• York Road Disused Information Sheet (Additional Plan) – This is for reference only please ignore the 

scale 
 
Q1.9: I've overlaid the recently uploaded TFL drawings with the drawings from your client. When both 
drawings are scaled using their scale bar, the sizes of the buildings are very different. This makes it very difficult 
to plan the building based on the areas provided (and the areas needed for the accommodation) as we don't 
know the space available. Both drawings also seem different from publicly available basic OS information.  
Would be good to have some clarity.  
A1.9: Please refer to Q1.8 
 
Q1.10: Another question regarding the project. We've just been to site and had a look, there’s a billboard on the 
south side of the plan- I presume this can be removed.  
A1.10: For the purposes of this competition, yes. 
 
Q1.11: Since it’s a tube station- do you happen to know if the tunnel underneath is actually in use. 
A1.11: For the purposes of this competition assume yes. 
 
Q1.12: The brief says the existing disused underground station building is ‘grade 2 listed’, but We couldn’t find 
it on Historic England’s web site historicengland.org.uk by using their map search. The nearest building listed 
seems to be ‘Paget memorial Mission Hall, 18-26 Randells Road’ (Grade II). It might be that underground 
stations are listed as a collective entry separately? Do you have the list entry number? We normally read through 
the details of the listing before defining the level of intervention to any listed building. 
A1.12: We have now been informed that the station is NOT listed. However, given it is one of the Leslie Green 
station buildings we would expect that if anything were to happen to it there would be a number of 
conservation groups that would be interested, so there would be a strong recommendation to retain the 
building. 
 
Q1.13: The station is currently used as an escape stair and vents for the Piccadilly line. Is it a requirement to 
retain this capability within the brief? 
A13: No 
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Q14: It is stated that the station currently has access to the platforms below, can this be maintained and 
included into the scheme? 
A14: These spaces can be utilised 
 
Q15: Under the “Support Facilities” section of the brief you have indicated 80sqm is to be allocated to a rented 
private flat with a separate entrance. Is this part of the “Option B” for private uses or in addition? Is this 
accommodation a requirement if “Option A” is chosen? 
A1.15: This accommodation is required for both options in addition to the base residential/commercial 
component. It is to provide a revenue stream for the charity. 
 
 
SECTION 2: QUERIES ABOUT THE BRIEF 
 
Q2.1:  In the Short stay accommodation, the brief asks for a shared bedroom for 10 in each dormitory - does 
this mean one bedroom for 10, or can this be split to, for example, 2 bedrooms with 5 people in each, or 3 
bedrooms with different number of people in each room (these can be sub-rooms or pods within a big room, 
not fully walled rooms)?  
A2.1:  This must be one room with 10 beds due to management requirements. 
 
Q2.2:  For the short-term dormitories, is it correct to understand that 10 persons would be sharing the same 
room? 
A2.2:  Please refer to Q2.1 
 
Q2.3:  In the Medium stay accommodation, is there flexibility in how to interpret "4 bedroom flat", e.g. 4 single 
rooms, 2 double rooms etc.? How many bathrooms are required in these flats? 
A2.3:  The requirement is for four single lockable rooms with access to a shared kitchen and shared bathroom. 
 
Q2.4:  Within the Support Facilities, is there requirement for a bathroom for the operative's bedroom?  
A2.4:  This is a nice to have if there is space. 
 
Q2.5:  In the Support Facilities' private homeless communal space, in addition to the washing facilities, is there 
requirement for a kitchen/dining area, and a therapy area?  
A2.5:  This building is supported by New Horizon Youth Centre which provides a number of social, therapy, 
food and beverage and support facilities. The idea is that all residents of any new scheme would be encouraged 
to spend time at the main Camden headquarters, so therefore there is not a need for large amenity facilities on 
this site. Any proposed amenity / support spaces should consider that this new site will be managed by 1 – 2 
support staff so must be sustainable on this basis. The competition is open to ideas about how this might work. 
 
Q2.6:  In the Support Facilities, how is the private rental flat different to the ones in the Private Use Site, 
option B, Residential Accommodation? If yes/no, why is it separated from the other private rental flats? Should 
it be of a higher or same standard as the Medium stay flats?  
A2.6:  The support facilities for the charity (residential or commercial) are open to interpretation, these are 
simply to provide a revenue stream for the charity to allow them to have an income to support the ongoing 
maintenance of the shelter. This could be combined with a proposed residential or commercial development or 
separated out. It is important to consider how any option would be managed in the future. 
 
Q2.7:  In the Brief Requirements, bullet point 3, are the shared amenity spaces (washing, kitchen, storage...) to 
be used by both Short and Medium stay residents?  
A2.7:  This is for short stay residents 
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Q2.8:  Is it also correct to understand that one kitchen and one storage are to be shared between all the 
residents? If so, what would be the requirements for their sizes?   
A2.8:  Please refer to the brief where storage facilities and kitchen areas have been specified for the different 
groups, along with the number of people using each.  The facilities should be sized accordingly.  Please also 
refer to Q2.7. 
 
Q2.9: During this process, will there be an opportunity to engage with 16-21 year olds who might be using the 
shelter or with a front line worker/management from New Horizon Youth Centre? With the aim to help 
inform the design process. 
A2.9: Information about the charity and its work is available on its website: https://nhyouthcentre.org.uk 
We request that competitors DO NOT MAKE CONTACT WITH THE CHARITY OR ANY OTHER 
STAKEHOLDERS INVOLVED IN THIS COMPETITION OR THIS SITE.   
 
Q2.10: How is the new shelter to be linked and incorporated with the existing New Horizon Youth Centre? 
A2.10: The shelter should primarily function as a safe place to sleep and should not retract from the New 
Horizon Youth Centre which needs to continue to function as a drop-in support base for all users. This is 
particularly important to keep maintenance costs down for the charity. It would be interesting to see how 
design proposals can encourage the journey to the main centre but also make the shelter feel like a vibrant 
home.  
 
Q2.11: The New Horizons Youth Centre is not only for homeless youth. How do homeless youth currently 
engage with services at The Centre? 
A2.11:  We assume that this question relates to NHYC’s main operation.  The centre looks to help young 
homeless people get back on their feet. The centre offers food, wash facilities, counselling and medical 
assistance as well as support programmes. The website has a full list of activities that the charity provides for 
the young people they support. https://nhyouthcentre.org.uk 
 
Q2.12: How would the individuals arrive at the shelter? Eg. what would be a typical journey, how would they 
become involved with NHY? Is it right to assume individuals would have previous experience of the care 
system? 
A2.12: Every year, thousands of young people across London become homeless because of family breakdown, 
domestic abuse, poverty, gang violence, or war and persecution in their home country. Some may well have 
experience of the care or criminal justice systems too. Most young people arrive at the centre because they are 
in need of somewhere to stay. The new proposed shelter would offer accommodation to support the young 
people for whom there is nowhere else to sleep.  
 
Q2.13: Who would qualify for the short term versus medium term and why? Is it likely that the medium term 
or short term could become longer term, circumstances permitting? 
A2.13: The majority of people will be allocated short term accommodation, if however there are people who 
are particularly vulnerable, they will be assigned medium stay accommodation 
 
Q2.14: How long is short stay emergency accommodation? What is average, shortest and longest? 
A2.14: As per the brief this is 28 days, though sometimes it may be shorter or indeed up to 3 months.  
 
Q2.15: How long is medium stay accommodation? What is average, shortest and longest? 
A2.15: As per the brief this is 3 months, though again may be shorter or indeed up to 6 months.  
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Q2.16: Can we have more information to inform the financial modelling of the revenue stream? What is 
financial target NHY are hoping to achieve with the revenue stream? Is the building to be rented from TfL? If 
so, what is the rental cost?  
A2.16:  This is an ideas competition and the site has been chosen for the purposes of the competition only; 
there are no details available about any arrangements with TfL.  As stated in the brief, if the ideas put forward 
are to become a reality, then the proposals will need to be financially self-sustaining, which is why the brief asks 
for revenue generating uses to off-set the costs associated with the shelter. 
 
Q2.17: Is there an opportunity to get insights/learnings from John McAslan Architects based on their work on 
their redesign of the service centre? For example, how well has “The Barn” generated income? What design 
elements have done well with the user group? What not so well?, etc 
A2.17:  The redesign of the centre has been a success and the space is well like by the young people visiting, 
offering a nice balance between communal areas for socialising and group work as well as smaller meeting 
rooms when privacy is needed. The Barn is still used for external event hire and generates a small income 
stream for the centre, through it is increasingly used for activities for the young people they support.    
 
 
SECTION 3:  QUERIES ABOUT THE COMPETITION FORMAT 
 
Q3.1:  I’m an architect and I am interested in the competition for the hidden homeless on York Way. Please 
could you send me the entry form or link to relevant details. I have the Architectural Brief but there is no 
mention of entry restrictions etc. 
A:3.1  There are no restrictions on entry, nor is it necessary to register to enter this competition.  All 
information is available on the competition website:  https://www.colander.co.uk/architectural-
competitions/colander-competitions/hidden-homeless-an-ideas-competition-for-homeless-young-people 
 
Q3.2:  For the submission, should the project statement, income generation and entrant's information also be 
included within the two A2 boards, or could they be submitted as separate files?  
A:3.2  Please note that the competition submission requires two A1 boards (not A2 as noted in your query).  
The project statement, income generation and entrant's information should be submitted separately on A4 
sheets. 
 
Q3.3:  We are wanted to take part in the homeless shelter competition. I just wanted to check whether we were 
required to register anywhere or whether we just submit our proposal once it is complete? 
 A3.3:  Please refer to Q 3.1 
 
Q3.4:  I wish to participate in the competition, I am not able to find the registration form online. Can you 
please help me with it? 
A3.4:  There is no formal registration process however, when you submit your competition entry, it is 
important that you include the requested information about your team:  

• Name of the lead organisation or person, with contact details  
• Others in the team (if relevant) including their professions and the team structure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


